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however, must have been previously appointed and
public notice given that it would be so used. An
occasional court cannot impose more than fourteen
days imprisonment or a fine of exceeding twenty
shillings.

APPEARANCE OF PARTIES

If on the day of hearing the informant or com-
plainant fails to appear, the defence can ask for
the case to be dismissed. This is usually done
unless it is a serious one or the court thinks the
informant is absent by mistake. It may then
adjourn the hearing and in criminal cases may
communicate with the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions for him to consider whether the offence
is sufficiently serious for him to continue the
prosecution.

If the prosecutor or complainant appears but
not the defendant, the court may proceed in his
absence or adjourn the case giving notice to the
defendant of the adjournment.

A complaint may be dealt with in the absence
of the defendant and in practice many are so
dealt with. Many small criminal informations are
also dealt with in the absence of the defendant. It
is the general practice of the courts to-day to deal
with these less serious cases upon receipt of a
letter from the defendant asking to be excused
from attending. In more serious cases where a
heavy fine may be imposed or a term of imprison-
ment is a possibility, the courts generally insist
upon personal appearance and may sometimes go
so far as to issue a warrant if the defendant ignores
a summons.